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There are now

Pitt Alumni Clubs

in cities and regions across the
United States and even more
globally. Find one near you by
visiting pi.tt/alumniclubs.
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P I T T

M A G A Z I N E

Living Memory
BY ELIZABETH HOOVER

In 1968, Keith Sachs was strolling through New York City’s Central Park when he first saw the woman
who would become his wife. The graduate of Pitt’s business school introduced himself to the kind and
lovely Renée Lyszka Lisse. Over time, they fell in love, and he learned of her tragic early life.
Renée was 4 years old in 1944 and living in Nazi-occupied Paris when her Jewish mother was
arrested and sent to a detention camp. Unable to stay in Paris, she became a “hidden child” of the
Holocaust and was sent alone by train to southern France where an aunt safely concealed her. Years after
the war, she came alone to the United States, where she eventually met and married Sachs.
The couple settled in East Windsor, N.J., and had two children. Renée taught foreign languages and
Sachs (BUS ’65) joined CBS/Sony, later serving as vice president of Information Technology and Strategic Sourcing Lyszka Lisse
at Sony Corporation of America.
Throughout her life, Renée struggled to understand why she survived World War II while 1.5 million other children perished. She
decided it was so she could share her story and encourage others to prevent hate and suffering. For decades, she spoke to groups of
children and adults about the Holocaust.
When she died in 2015, Sachs vowed to continue her mission. Using her video memoir and presentation materials, he shares her
story with schools, universities, and religious organizations. He’s been named an Authorized Volunteer Holocaust Speaker by the State of
New Jersey Commission on Holocaust Education and established the Renée Lisse Sachs Charitable Trust for the Benefit of Humanity.
“Renée was not only my wife, she was my teacher,” he says. “She taught me to speak out against tyranny before there is another
Holocaust, and that’s what I plan to do for the rest of my life.” ■

Alumni Scrapbook: Alumni Awards
During homecoming, the University
lauded Pitt graduates for their community
service and spirit. (Top) Four alumni were
honored as Distinguished Alumni Fellows.
From left, Carol McGrevin (EDUC ’64),
Eugene McGrevin (A&S ’66), Gordon
Vanscoy (PHARM ’84, BUS ’91G), Marna
Whittington (A&S ’70G, ’74G), pictured
with Chancellor Patrick Gallagher. (Bottom) Five Alumni Association Awards were
presented. From left, PAA President Gary
Brownlee; recipients Bruce Mountjoy (CGS
’91), Darryl Floyd (A&S ’89, MED ’94),
Tracy Floyd (NURS ’91), John Gismondi
(A&S ’75, LAW ’78), and Gordon Louderback (ENGR ’13); and Jeff Gleim.

